
Intelligent	Design	Ideology

Should	We	Care? 1



HUMAN BEINGS, 
AS WE KNOW THEM, 

DEVELOPED FROM EARLIER 
SPECIES OF ANIMALS

true or false
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Charles	Darwin  
(1809	-	1882)

Alfred	R.	Wallace 
(1823	-	1913)

Selection alone could not do the job, 
because we humans are fundamentally

different from all other organisms.
M. Ruse. The Evolution Wars

1889
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THE BACKGROUND 
BEFORE DARWIN

• William Paley (1802, Natural 
Theology) formulates the 
watchmaker analogy for God’s 
existence.

• Archbishop Ussher calculated 
that the Earth was created on 
October 23, 4004 B.C.

•  
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Wilberforce-Huxley Debate
It took place at the Oxford University Museum on 30 June 1860

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXq8LZ3b2YQ6



Those who cavalierly reject the Theory 
of Evolution, as not adequately 
supported by facts, seem quite to forget 
that their own theory is supported by 
no facts at all. 

Herbert Spencer
Essays Scientific, Political and Speculative, 1891
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THE MONKEY (SCOPES) TRIAL

Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2m0e00NNy5I

Fiction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
Cv9kR1njdE  (Inherit the Wind, 1960)8

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vintageperiods.com/sites/Phenderson/_files/Image/5%2520Radio%2810%29.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vintageperiods.com/&usg=__g6s0epX1xMVvKDpRGbEppYLjCO0=&h=494&w=487&sz=62&hl=en&start=26&zoom=1&tbnid=k6SHMuDvbOmZkM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=128&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bmonkey%2Btrial%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Doff%26client%3Dfirefox-a%26sa%3DX%26rls%3Dorg.mozilla:en-US:official%26biw%3D1103%26bih%3D1358%26tbs%3Disch:1&um=1&itbs=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2m0e00NNy5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Cv9kR1njdE


THE SCOPES TRIAL
A little background - Butler Act

The law, "AN ACT prohibiting the teaching of the Evolution 
Theory in all the Universities, and all other public schools of 
Tennessee, which are supported in whole or in part by the public 
school funds of the State, and to provide penalties for the 
violations thereof" (Tenn. HB 185, 1925)

American Civil Liberties Union decided to challenge 
this act. It persuaded John T. Scopes to defy 
Tennessee's anti-evolution law in a court test.

The law remained on the books until 1967, when 
teacher Gary L. Scott of Jacksboro TN, dismissed for 
violation of the act, sued for reinstatement, citing his 
First Amendment right to free speech. 9
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THE MONKEY (SCOPES) TRIAL

Place: Dayton, Tennessee
Defendant: John T. Scopes

Judge: John T. Raulston
Time: July 10 to 21, 1925

Verdict: Guilty of breaking the Butler Act
Sentence: $100

Verdict appealed and never brought 
back to court

The State of Tennessee versus Scopes

Prosecution

William J. Bryan

Defense

Clarence Darrow
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OTHER (IN)FAMOUS CASES

• Epperson v. Arkansas - 1968

• Willoughby v. Stever - 1973 (NSF and Colorado)

• Daniel v. Waters - 1975 (Tennessee)

• Hendren v. Campbell - 1977 (Indiana)

• McLean v. Arkansas - 1981

• Edwards v. Aguillard - 1987 (Louisiana)

• Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District - 2005
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Abstract 
In a widely cited essay published in the journal Science (Aug. 
2006), it was stated that in Germany a large majority of adults 
are convinced of evolution. Based on a new poll, I document 
that this conclusion is questionable. In Sept. 2005, 60.9% of the 
German population accepted naturalistic evolution, whereas 
37.7% were creationists or adherents of intelligent design. 
Because among Christians of both confessions the percentage 
of anti-evolutionists is much larger than among atheists, I 
suggest that religious indoctrination of children may in part be 
responsible for the rejection of the concept of evolution, 
notably in the western part of Germany.

IS IT REALLY OUR PROBLEM?
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Creationism in Germany and its Possible Cause
Kutschera, U. Evo Edu Outreach (2008) 1: 84.



IS IT REALLY OUR PROBLEM?
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http://www.wort-und-wissen.de/



DOES IT MATTER TO ME?
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Intelligent	Design

Intelligent Design (ID) holds that certain features of the universe 
and of living things are best explained by an intelligent cause, 

not an undirected process such as natural selection.
http://www.discovery.org/csc/topQuestions.php15

http://www.discovery.org/csc/topQuestions.php
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Evolution is just a scientific theory

   In 1980 during his presidential 
campaign Ronald Reagan referred 
to evolution: “Well, it is a theory, a 
scientific theory only …”

   Reagan was right, 
theory of evolution 
is a scientific 
theory with all its 
consequences
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Is	the	Earth	round?
• Why	we	all	agree	with	the	proposiIon	that	Earth	
is	spheroid?	We	accept	this	fact	despite	that	
most	of	us	did’t	go	that	high	to	see	the	whole	
Earth	from	space.	

• Around	240	BC	Eratosthenes	proved	that	fact	and	
calculated	Earth’s	circumference	with	1%	error	
precision!		

• Flat	Earth	Society	hRp://theflatearthsociety.org/	
”The society is dedicated to unraveling the true mysteries of the universe and demonstrating that 

the Earth is flat and that Round Earth doctrine is little more than an elaborate hoax.”
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Two	aspects	of	theory	of	evoluIon

• Descent	of	all	living	
organisms	from	a	
common	ancestor	

• Mechanisms	of	
evoluIon
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	 ID	supporters	argue	
that	what	happened	in	
the	past	is	not	
verifiable	and	cannot	
be	observed.	In	short	
nobody	has	seen	an	
evolu.on!

Common Ancestry
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SPECIATION “AS WE SPEAK”

• The mosquito was introduced to 
the London Underground during 
its construction around 1900.

• It became infamous in the War for 
attacking people sheltering from 
the Blitz.

• Studies indicate several genetic 
differences from its above-ground 
ancestors. Interbreeding between 
populations is difficult suggesting 
that speciation may be occurring.

London Underground Mosquito 
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SCIENTIFIC THEORY MUST 
HAVE PREDICTIVE POWER

Prediction number one:
All living organisms can be hierarchically 

assembled based on similarity
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mammals

vertebrates

animals
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SCIENTIFIC THEORY MUST 
HAVE PREDICTIVE POWER

Prediction number two:
Live evolved from simple forms to more 
complexed ones. This should be reflected 

in fossil records
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Cyanobacteria	
3	500	Myo

Sponge	
1	800	Myo

Insect	
400	Myo

Time	scale	of	some	
oldest	fossils

Vertebrate	
560	Myo

Placental	Mammal		
125	Myo

26



Main	arguments	of		
Intelligent	Design

• Irreducible	complexity	
• Specified	complexity	
• Fine-tuned	Universe	
• Intelligent	designer		
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IRREDUCIBLE COMPLEXITY
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CoagulaIon
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Eye	evoluIon
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Vertebrates Octopus



SPECIFIED 
COMPLEXITY

Complex specified information is 
anything with a probability of 

occurring by chance less than one 
in 10150

(About 500 bits of information) 
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Bacterial	flagellum

• "bidirecIonal	rotary	motor-driven	propeller"		
• Upper	bound	1020	(105	x	105	x	105	x	105)		
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Bacterial	flagellum

35



Fine-tuned Universe
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INTELLIGENT 
DESIGNER
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UN-SCIENTIFIC STATUS OF ID

• broken rule of methodological naturalism 

• unfalsifiability of ID

• arguments from ignorance

• luck of proves 

• “god of the gaps” argument
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UN-INTELLIGENT DESIGN
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UN-INTELLIGENT DESIGN
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UN-INTELLIGENT DESIGN

The circuitous path of 
the left recurrent 
laryngeal nerve in 
humans is evidence for 
their evolution from a 
fishlike ancestor.

Coyne, Jerry A. Why Evolution Is True (p. 
83).
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THE DESIGNER IS A JOKER
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OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES
• Europe - In June 2007 the Council of Europe's "Committee on Culture, Science and 

Education" issued a report, The dangers of creationism in education, which states 
"Creationism in any of its forms, such as 'intelligent design,’ is not based on facts, does not 
use any scientific reasoning and its contents are pathetically inadequate for science classes."

• Detailed government "Creationism teaching guidance" for schools in England was published on September 18, 2007

• Plans by Dutch Education Minister  Maria van der Hoeven to "stimulate an academic debate" on the subject in 2005 caused a severe 
public backlash

• In Germany - Some 26,000 students attend about 80 evangelical schools (not to be confused with Germany’s mainstream 
Evangelisch Protestant churches). Half of these schools are represented by the new Association of Evangelical Schools, which 
advocates teaching creationism alongside evolution. in Hesse, the minister of education expressed her sympathy with the creationist 
call for equal time devoted to it in education

• In Serbia, the minister of education, Ljiljana Colic, had to resign after she had declared in 2005 that educators should not teach 
evolutionary theory if creationism was not also included

• Islam - Creationism has strong political support in many Islamic countries, and antievolutionary views are 
mainstream among academic theologians and scientists.
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